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Rachel Peet is a fourth year Political Science major who participated in the USF in London pro-

gram in 2015. Below are her responses to being asked about her experiences. 

(Ï× ÄÉÄ ÙÏÕ УÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÔÏ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÁÂÒÏÁÄȩ 

“I got a scholarship from the Education Abroad Office, and I was able to use my financial 

aid to pay for my tuition. I also got a loan from the USF Credit Union that was specially 

designed for study abroad. They worked with me even though I didn’t have a job.” 

#ÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÙÏÕ ÔÏÏËȩ 

“I had Dr. Solomon for both of my classes, and I really enjoyed his lessons. We talked a 

lot about the special relationship between the United Kingdom and the United States, 

the European Union and how it functions and affects us, and the migration movement 

in London. He took us out of the classroom and into the city every single day, I feel like I 

saw the whole city. It was a great way to learn, I feel like I got a lot out of it.” 

$ÉÄ ÙÏÕ ÍÁËÅ ÁÎÙ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȟ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÆÒÏÍ ,ÏÎÄÏÎ ÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒ 53& ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȩ 

“I didn’t know any of the people in my group before we 

left, and now I talk to them all the time. I made tons of 

friends and I absolutely adore them all.” 

7ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÐȩ 

“The best part of my trip to London was feeling like I ac-

tually lived there. I felt like a Londoner, I was so en-

grossed and integrated with that culture, I felt like I actu-

ally belonged there. I absolutely recommend this pro-

gram.” 

53& ÉÎ ,ÏÎÄÏÎ 3ÕÍÍÅÒ ςπρυ 

)ÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ 

$ÁÔÅÓ 

ρπȾσρȡ Last day 

to drop a class 

without penalty 

ρρȾςȡ Spring  

registration  

begins 

ρρȾρρȡ USF 

Closed for  

Veteran’s Day 

ρρȾςφ-ρρȾςχȡ 

USF closed for 

Thanksgiving 

Holiday 

ρςȾτȡ Fall classes 

end 

ρςȾυȡ Finals 

week beings 

ρςȾρρȡ Fall  

Commencement 

ρςȾρψȡ Final 

grades visible on 

Canvas 

ρȾψȡ Last day to 

register for 

Spring without a 

late fee 

ρȾρρȡ First day of 

Spring classes 
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To learn about  USF in London 2016  visit the 

Education Abroad Office in -3# σσπρ or at 

educationabroad.global.usf.edu 
Stonehenge 
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ЄЄЄ')! 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔ 3ÐÏÔÌÉÇÈÔȡ 3ÈÕÍÁÉÌÁ &ÁÔÉÍÁЃЃЃ 

 In January of 2015, Shumaila  
Fatima, an International Studies major, traveled to India 
for an internship with the State Human Rights Commis-
sion of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. Shumaila spent 
the spring semester in India working for this organiza-
tion and earning credit towards her degree in Interna-
tional Studies.  
 For four months, she worked under several judg-
es and lawyers, including the District Judge and Execu-
tive Officer of the State Human Rights Commission. Shu-
maila had always been interested in human rights issues, 
but she says that thanks to her experiences on this in-
ternship, her interest has turned into her strongest pas-
sion. This internship experience dramatically impacted 
the goals she has set for her life and her career.  
 Shumaila was fortunate to have the opportunity 
to go out into the heart of human rights  issues and do 
field work; speaking with the families involved in human 
rights cases and finding out if they were being fairly rep-
resented. Shumaila remembered the hardest part of her 
experience was speaking to underprivileged people 
about their cases and hearing that their rights as human 
beings were being violated by their own countrymen and 
government officials who were involved in corruption. 
These people felt powerless because these men were so powerful in the region while these people were 
considered expendable. The State Human Rights Commission is working to represent these people 
whose rights were being violated by the government officials.  
 When asked if she had any advice for other students considering doing an internship abroad, she 
advised to keep an open mind and to not be afraid to take a stand. “Don’t lose sight of your morals, be-
cause you are right to have them, but be respectful of foreign customs. I saw a lot of cases about unlaw-
ful child marriage, which in my opinion is unfair and wrong, but those families are helpless and have 
customary reasons for what they are doing, even if we may never understand those reasons. To help 
people refrain from such customs we must offer them better education.”  
 “After my internship and having the experience to learn about all of these different perspectives, 
I feel more confident in my ability to open a school in India and really make an impact. It will be a chal-
lenge, and may take many, many years, but I know that if I work hard and take advantage of the re-
sources and opportunities presented to me, I can make it happen.” 

Shumaila addressing a class of school girls in India on  

human rights during her Internship, Spring 2015.  

For more information on internship opportunities that may count for credit in the Political 

Science or International Studies major, please visit, www.gia.usf.edu/el. Your Academic Ad-

visor can assist with information on how to apply to have an unpaid internship count for 

credit in the major and can direct you to resources on how to find appropriate internships 

for credit in the major. 
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ЄЄЄ')! 3ÐÏÔÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÎ 3ÔÕÄÙ !ÂÒÏÁÄȡ 53& ÉÎ .ÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄ 

)ÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅȩ !ÔÔÅÎÄ ÁÎ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȦ 
-3# σσπρ 

Thur. October 1: 12-1 Tues. October 20: 12-1  
Mon. October 12: 12-1 Wed. November 4: 12-1  Queen’s University in Belfast 

Over the course of 3 weeks, students will learn about the types 
of transitional justice, understanding conflict, mediating con-
flict, and inclusion/exclusion in transitional societies. While in 
Belfast, we will reside in single person suites at Queen's Univer-
sity Elms Halls of Residence, and will be able to visit some of 
Northern Ireland’s major landmarks such as Giant’s Causeway, 
the Ulster American Folk Park, the beautiful coast and glens of 
Antrim, Londonderry, Titanic Belfast, and even participate in 
some Irish cultural activities such as a Ceilidh Irish Dancing! As 
part of the academic experience, students will also get the rare 
privilege of visiting Stormont, Northern Ireland’s Parliament, 
and have a discussion with political representatives over tea! 

53& 'ÅÔÓ )ÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ 

#ÏÎПÌÉÃÔ 2ÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȦ 

ЄЄЄ)3! 3ÏÕÔÈ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ 4ÁÍÐÁ 

The )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ is holding their annual 

South Meeting on /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ςσÒÄ-ςτÔÈ downtown 

Registration Cost: Αυς 

0ÒÉÃÅ )ÎÃÌÕÄÅÓȣ 

Access to all presentations 

Professional Development Advising Panels 

Luncheon and evening reception 

7ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ Ó ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ 

'ÒÁÄ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÒ Á ÃÁÒÅÅÒ ÉÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÆÆÁÉÒÓ 

&ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏ ÖÉÓÉÔ 

 http://www.isanet.org/Conferences/South-Tampa-2015  

http://www.isanet.org/Conferences/South-Tampa-2015
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ЄЄЄ ')! &ÅÁÔÕÒÅÄ 3ÔÁÆÆȡ .ÉÃÏÌÁÓ 4ÈÏÍÐÓÏÎ 

Nicolas Thompson is excited to join the GIA facul-
ty this fall. Dr. Thompson will teach courses on the 
American Presidency and Congress. Students who 
take his courses can look forward to learning 
about how institutional design choices made long 
ago continue to shape American politics today. Dr. 
Thompson received his Ph.D. from the University 
of Oregon. His research focuses on the impact of 
domestic political institutions on the international 
economy. He is currently working on a book-
length manuscript which explores the connec-
tions between state-building and central bank-
ing in the United States. In his free time, Nicolas 
likes to hike, attend stand-up comedy shows, and 
watch football. 
 
Go Bulls! 

ЄЄЄ ')! &ÅÁÔÕÒÅÄ !ÌÕÍÎÉȡ -ÁÓÉÅÌ 0ÅÌÅÇÒÉÎÏ 

Masiel Pelegrino is a recent POL graduate 

and is currently attending Emory University 

School of Law. Her  article, (ÉÓÐÁÎÉÃÓ ÉÎ &ÌÏÒÉȤ

ÄÁ 0ÏÌÉÔÉÃÓȡ 4ÈÅ #ÁÓÅ ÏÆ #ÕÂÁÎÓ ÖÅÒÓÕÓ .ÏÎ-

#ÕÂÁÎÓȟ was published in the Pi Sigma Alpha 

Undergraduate Journal of Politics this past 

July. When asked how she felt to learn that 

her research had been selected for publica-

tion, Masiel responded, “I can honestly say 

that that moment was one of the proudest 

moments of my life. I realized that every hour 

I spent researching, reading and writing had 

paid off. I’ve learned a lot during this process, 

not  just about the Hispanic population in 

Florida but also about myself, and it is a privi-

lege to be able to share that knowledge.” 
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ЄЄЄ')! 3ÐÏÔÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÎ !ÃÁÄÅÍÉÁȡ $ÒȢ 3ÔÅÖÅÎ 4ÁÕÂÅÒ 

“For much of our history, legal scholars focused predominantly on the law’s implications 

for human beings, while ignoring how the law influences animal welfare. Since the 1970s, 

however, there has been a steep increase in animal advocates’ use of the courts. Animal 

law has blossomed into a vibrant academic discipline, with a rich literature that examines 

how the law affects animal welfare and the ability of humans to advocate on behalf of 

nonhuman animals. But most animal law literature tends to be doctrinally-based or nor-

mative. There has been little empirical study of the outcomes of animal law cases and 

there has been very little attention paid to the political influences of these outcomes. This 

book fills the gap in animal law literature. This is the first empiri-

cally-based, quantitative analysis of animal law that emphasizes 

the political forces that shape animal law outcomes.” 

53 $ÉÐÌÏÍÁÔ ÉÎ 2ÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÅȟ #ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÅ 2ÏÄÒÉÇÕÅÚ 6ÉÓÉÔÓ 53& 

! ÆÅ× ÐÉÅÃÅÓ ÏÆ ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÓÐÉÒÉÎÇ ÄÉÐÌÏÍÁÔ ÆÒÏÍ -ÓȢ #ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÅ 2ÏÄÒÉÇÕÅÚȣ 

Take the Foreign Service Exam!  Take it, and if you fail, take it again.  “Like the Bar, no one will ever 
ask you how many times you’ve taken it.”  Use the year you have between tests and work on the skills 
you need. 

It doesn’t matter what you major in.  An International Studies or Political Science degree is helpful, 
but if your passion is medieval history, pursue it!  A drive for what you do is always necessary in the 
FSO. 

Arabic, Mandarin, and Urdu are excellent languages to master, but if you already know Spanish, 
strengthen your Spanish skills.  As Ms. Rodriguez points out, “there’s a difference between asking 
your ÁÂÕÅÌÁ for ÓÏÐÁ and discussing economic strategies for third-world countries with another Eco-
nomic Officer.” 

Garner experience through internships and other possible means.  The State Department has a com-
petitive internship program and is a great way to be directly inserted into the world of diplomacy.  
The deadline is October 16th and is not something to put off to the last second.  Also, don’t limit your-
self to the destination embassies or offices: London, Paris, and Rome may be lovely, but the one-on-
one you get with your supervisor and the meaningful work will probably come from a small station in 
Bangladesh. 

7ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÂÙ ÔÈÉÒÄ ÙÅÁÒ 0/, ÍÁÊÏÒ  .ÏÏÒ-2ÏÓÅ !ÌÙÏÕÎÅÓȟ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ ÄÏÎÅ Ô×Ï ÉÎÔÅÒÎÓÈÉÐÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ $ÅȤ
ÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔȢ .ÏÏÒ-2ÏÓÅ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ -ÓȢ 2ÏÄÒÉÇÕÅÚȭÓ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ φφȟ φτυωȢ  

$ÒȢ 4ÁÕÂÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÏÓÔÉÎÇ Á ÂÏÏË ÓÉÇÎÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ -ÁÒȤ

ÓÈÁÌÌ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÅÄ ÂÙ  3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ %ÎȤ

ÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ Ǫ !ÎÉÍÁÌÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ +ÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ɉ3Ȣ0Ȣ%Ȣ!Ȣ+ȢɊ  

ÉÎ ÍÉÄ-/ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ 

ɉУÉÎÁÌ ÄÁÔÅ 4"!Ɋ 


